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§§415.44-415.50 [Reserved]

Subpart D—Payload Review and
Determination

§415.51 General.

The FAA reviews a payload proposed
for launch to determine whether a li-
cense applicant or payload owner or op-
erator has obtained all required 1li-
censes, authorization, and permits, un-
less the payload is exempt from review
under §415.53 of this subpart. If not oth-
erwise exempt, the FAA reviews a pay-
load proposed for launch to determine
whether its launch would jeopardize
public health and safety, safety of
property, U.S. national security or for-
eign policy interests, or international
obligations of the United States. A
payload determination is part of the li-
censing record on which the FAA’s li-
censing determination is based.

§415.53 Payloads not subject to re-
view.

The FAA does not review payloads
that are—

(a) Subject to regulation by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission
(FCC) or the Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA); or

(b) Owned or operated by the U.S.
Government.

§415.55 Classes of payloads.

The FAA may review and issue find-
ings regarding a proposed class of pay-
load, e.g., communications, remote
sensing or navigation. However, each
payload is subject to compliance moni-
toring by the FAA before launch to de-
termine whether its launch would jeop-
ardize public health and safety, safety
of property, U.S. national security or
foreign policy interests, or inter-
national obligations of the TUnited
States. The licensee is responsible for
providing current information, in ac-
cordance with §415.79(a), regarding a
payload proposed for launch not later
than 60 days before a scheduled launch.

§415.57 Payload review.

(a) Timing. A payload review may be
conducted as part of a license applica-
tion review or may be requested by a

§415.59

payload owner or operator in advance
of or apart from a license application.

(b) Interagency consultation. The FAA
consults with other agencies to deter-
mine whether launch of a proposed
payload or payload class would present
any issues affecting public health and
safety, safety of property, U.S. na-
tional security or foreign policy inter-
ests, or international obligations of the
United States.

(1) The FAA consults with the De-
partment of Defense to determine
whether launch of a proposed payload
or payload class would present any
issues affecting U.S. national security.

(2) The FAA consults with the De-
partment of State to determine wheth-
er launch of a proposed payload or pay-
load class would present any issues af-
fecting U.S. foreign policy interests or
international obligations.

(3) The FAA consults with other fed-
eral agencies, including the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration,
authorized to address issues identified
under paragraph (b) of this section as-
sociated with an applicant’s launch
proposal.

(c) The FAA advises a person request-
ing a payload determination, in writ-
ing, of any issue raised during a pay-
load review that would impede issuance
of a license to launch that payload or
payload class. The person requesting
payload review may respond, in writ-
ing, or revise its application.

§415.59 Information requirements for
payload review.

(a) A person requesting review of a
particular payload or payload class
shall identify the following:

(1) Payload name;

(2) Payload class;

(3) Physical dimensions and weight of
the payload;

(4) Payload owner and operator, if
different from the person requesting
payload review;

(5) Orbital parameters for parking,
transfer and final orbits;

(6) Hazardous materials, as defined in
§401.5 of this chapter, and radioactive
materials, and the amounts of each;

(7) Intended payload operations dur-
ing the life of the payload; and
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§415.61

(8) Delivery point in flight at which
the payload will no longer be under the
licensee’s control.

(b) [Reserved]

§415.61 Issuance of payload deter-
mination.

(a) The FAA issues a favorable pay-
load determination unless it deter-
mines that launch of the proposed pay-
load would jeopardize public health and
safety, safety of property, U.S. na-
tional security or foreign policy inter-
ests, or international obligations of the
United States. The FAA advises any
person who has requested a payload re-
view of its determination, in writing.
The notice states the reasons for the
determination in the event of an unfa-
vorable determination.

(b) Any person issued an unfavorable
payload determination may respond to
the reasons for the determination and
request reconsideration.

§415.63 Incorporation of payload de-
termination in license application.

A favorable payload determination
issued for a payload or class of payload
may be included by a license applicant
as part of its application. However, any
change in information provided under
section 415.59 of this subpart must be
reported in accordance with section
413.17 of this chapter. The FAA deter-
mines whether a favorable payload de-
termination remains valid in light of
reported changes and may conduct an
additional payload review.

§415.64-415.70 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Post-Licensing Re-
quirements—Launch License
Terms and Conditions

§415.71 Public safety responsibility.

A launch licensee is responsible for
ensuring the safe conduct of a licensed
launch and for ensuring that public
safety and safety of property are pro-
tected at all times during the conduct
of a licensed launch.

§415.73 Continuing accuracy of li-
cense application; application for
modification of license.

(a) A launch licensee is responsible
for the continuing accuracy of rep-
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resentations contained in its applica-
tion for the entire term of the license.
A launch licensee must conduct a li-
censed launch and carry out launch
safety procedures in accordance with
its application. A licensee’s failure to
comply with the requirements of this
paragraph is sufficient basis for suspen-
sion or revocation of a license.

(b) After a launch license has been
issued, a licensee must apply to the
FAA for modification of the license if:

(1) The launch licensee proposes to
conduct a launch or carry out a launch
safety procedure or operation in a man-
ner that is not authorized by the li-
cense; or

(2) Any representation contained in
the license application that is material
to public health and safety or safety of
property would no longer be accurate
and complete or would not reflect the
launch licensee’s procedures governing
the actual conduct of a launch. A
change is material to public health and
safety or safety of property if it alters
or affects the licensee’s launch plans or
procedures submitted in accordance
with subpart D of this part, class of
payload, orbital destination, type of
launch vehicle, flight path, launch site,
launch point, or any safety system,
policy, procedure, requirement, cri-
teria or standard.

(c) An application to modify a launch
license shall be prepared and submitted
in accordance with part 413 of this
chapter. The launch licensee shall indi-
cate any part of its license or license
application that would be changed or
affected by a proposed modification.

(d) The FAA reviews approvals and
determinations required by this chap-
ter to determine whether they remain
valid in light of a proposed modifica-
tion. The FAA approves a modification
that satisfies the requirements set
forth in this part.

(e) Upon approval of modification,
the FAA issues either a written ap-
proval to the launch licensee or a li-
cense order modifying the license if a
stated term or condition of the license
is changed, added or deleted. A written
approval has the full force and effect of
a license order and is part of the licens-
ing record.
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